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Commission on Names of Localities and Physiographical Objects 
(Komisja Nazw Miejscowości i Obiektów Fizjograficznych – KNMiOF) 
• established in 1934 
• affiliated to the Minister of the Interior and Administration 
• establishes names used within Poland’s boundaries 

 
After receiving the opinion of the Commission the Minister publish 
names’ changes in the Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland. 

National names authorities 
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Commission on Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of 
Poland (Komisja Standaryzacji Nazw Geograficznych poza Granicami 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej – KSNG) 

• established in 1951 
• affiliated at the Surveyor General of Poland 
• responsible for:  
standardizing Polish geographical names of the world 
establishing the principles of romanization from languages which use non-

Roman writing systems 
representing Poland on UNGEGN forum 
participation in international conferences and meetings devoted to 

geographical names 

 

National names authorities 
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Names of localities and physiographic objects are standardized by the 
Commission on Names of Localities and Physiographic Objects and 
next approved by a regulation of the Minister of the Interior and 
Administration published in the Journal of Laws of the Republic of 
Poland. 
 

The last edition of the national gazetteer entitled List of official names 
of localities and their parts was published in December 2019. The list 
contains 102,875 official names of localities and their parts.  

Official names 
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Changes of the names given in the list are published each year in the 
Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland, and come into force on 
January 1 – these changes are effect of changes in the names, as well 
as changes in type of name (changes of type can be also result of 
changes of boundaries of cities and towns). Since 2021 the following 
changes were made: 

Official names 

New 
names 

Changed names 

Abolished 
names Total Name 

only 

Name 
and the 

type 

Type 
only 

2022 3 60 16 – 44 101 

2023 7 230 10 13 254 475 

Total 10 290 26 13 298 576 
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Since 2005 additional names in 
minority languages were 
introduced for 1252 localities. 
This number consists of 359 
German names, 827 Kashubian 
names, 30 Lithuanian names, 27 
Belarusian and 9 Lemko names. 
 
No new minority names were 
established since 2021 
 

Minority names 
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Official list of Polish geographical 
names of the world 
• prepared by the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical 
Names Outside the Republic of 
Poland  

• published in the end of 2019 
• included Polish names for 13,599 

geographical objects that lie 
outside the boundaries of Poland 
 

Exonyms 

https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng/urzedowy-wykaz-polskich-nazw-geograficznych-swiata2 

http://ksng.gugik.gov.pl/english/wpngs_en.php
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Official list of Polish geographical names of the world is regular updated.  
Since the 21st meeting of the Baltich Divison (September 2021) the 
Commission on Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic 
of Poland: 
• standardized 60 Polish exonyms 
• changed 22 exonyms 
• delisted 8 exonyms 

Exonyms 
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The Commission also works on extension the list.  
In 2020 works on collection of the original non-Roman names were finished. 

In 2019-2022 works on collection of genitives, locatives and adjectives from 
the Polish exonyms were realized. 

 

Exonyms 
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All names from Official list of Polish geographical names of the world has 
been added to the National Register of Geographical Names (PRNG) 

Exonyms 

https://prng.geoportal.gov.pl 
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List of Polish names from Ukraine. 

Exonyms 

https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng/wykaz-polskich-nazw-miejscowosci-z-obszaru-ukrainy2 
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The addendum to the Official list of Polish geographical names of the world 
containing the Polish names of the most important buildings and other 
urban objects.  
The annex will contain names for around 1700 buildings and other urban 
objects. 

Exonyms 
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List of English names of major geographical features situated in the territory 
of the Republic of Poland.  

English exonyms 

• published in 2021 
• the list of recommended 

English names for the most 
important geographical 
features from Poland  

• includes names of 126 
features. 

• https://www.gov.pl/web/ksn
g-en/other-publications 
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The National Register of Geographical Names – PRNG (maintained by the 
Head Office of Geodesy and Cartography) holds approximately 256,000 
names (as on 17th January 2023): 
• 124,571 names of localities and its parts 
• 131,237 names of physiographical objects: 

‒ 22,877 names of water objects 
‒ 33,306 names of land shaping objects 
‒ 75,054 names of other objects 

 

Toponymic data files 



15 www.gov.pl/web/ksng 

In the Register the following types of names are collected:  
• official names (i.e. names published by a regulation of the Minister, 137,828 

names) 
• standardized names (i.e. names adopted by the Commission on Names of 

Localities and Physiographical Objects but not yet published by a 
regulation of the Minister, 26,587 names) 

• unstandardized names (i.e. other names listed on topographic maps or 
other sources, 91,393 names) 

• minority names (1,252 names) 

• Polish exonyms (13,448 names) 
 

Toponymic data files 



16 www.gov.pl/web/ksng 

Open data geoportal.gov.pl 

shapefile (ArcGIS) 
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Publication prepared by the Commission on Standardization of Geographical 
Names Outside the Republic of Poland are also available as an open data:  
• Official list of Polish geographical names of the world:  

https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/list-of-polish-geographical-names-of-the-
world 

• Official list of names of countries and non-self-governing territories:  
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2 

• Toponymic Guidelines of Poland for Map Editors and Other Users:  
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/toponymic-guidelines-of-poland 

• List of English names of major geographical features situated in the territory of the 
Republic of Poland 
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/other-publications 

• Glossary of Terms for the Standardization of Geographical Names (Polish edition) 
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/other-publications 

• Romanization rules 
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng/zasady-latynizacji 

• List of Polish locality names from Ukraine 
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng/wykaz-polskich-nazw-miejscowosci-z-obszaru-ukrainy2 
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Official list of names of countries and  
non-self-governing territories  
(6th edition) 
• prepared by the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical Names 
Outside the Republic of Poland  

• published at the end of 2021  
• contains 195 countries recognized by Poland 

and 69 non-self-governing territories 
• https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2  

Country names 

https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2
https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-names2
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Members of the Commission participated in: 
• 3-7 May, 2021 (New York, on-line): 2nd Session of the United Nations Group of 

Experts on Geographical Names 
• 22-27 August (Kraków, on-line): 27th International Congress of Onomastic 

Sciences  
• 23-24 September, 2021 (Tallinn, on-line): 21st Meeting of the Baltic Division, 
• 9 November, 2021 (Bratislava, on-line): 25th Meeting of the East Central and 

South-East Europe Division 
• 19 November, 2021 (on-line): 1st Meeting of UNGEGN Bureau and Division Chairs 
• 17 December, 2021 (Florence [Firenze], Italy): toponymic sessions of the Joint 

International Geographical Union/International Cartographic Association 
Commission on Toponymy during the 30th International Cartographic 
Conference of the International Cartographic Association 

International co-operation (2021) 
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Members of the Commission participated in: 
• 18 May, 2022 (Prague [Praha], Czechia): 26th Session of the East Central and 

South-East Europe Division of UNGEGN; 
• 14 June, 2022 (Bratislava, Slovakia): 6th Joint Tripartite Meeting of Geographical 

Names Commissions of Czechia, Poland and Slovakia; 
• 31 August – 3 September, 2022 (Ljubljana, Slovenia): Joint 23rd Meeting of the 

UNGEGN Working Group on Exonyms and Meeting of the UNGEGN Working 
Group on Terminology 

• 9 December, 2022 (on-line): 2nd Meeting of UNGEGN Bureau and Division Chairs 

 

International co-operation (2022) 
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Maciej Zych 

Chair of the Commission on Standardization of Geographical  
Names Outside the Republic of Poland 

Thank you 
 

  


