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Surveyor General of Poland

Head Office of Geodesy and Cartography (GUGiK) is Polish National Mapping 
and Cadastral Authority.

The Head of GUGiK is the Surveyor General of Poland (GGK).

Main tasks :

supervises implementation of national policy in geodesy and cartography

manages central geodetic and cartographic data resource and geoportal

elaborates and establishes registers and databases

grants professional entitlements (licences) in geodesy and cartography and 
manages a register of authorised persons

cooperates with foreign and international, specialised institutions and 
authorities as well as with local governments and professional organisations  



Head Office of Geodesy and Cartography (GUGiK)

• Head Office of Geodesy and Cartography (GUGiK) is Poland's main spatial 
data provider. The role of GUGiK is to provide access to current spatial data 
and manage national spatial data infrastructure (NSDI). 

• Spatial data in Poland is collected in the registers by many central institutions 
and local government units at all levels. 

• The largest and the most important resources of spatial data is collected on 
the basis of the Geodetic and Cartographic Law. 

• GUGiK is focused on data acquisition, digitalisation of geodesy and integration 
of e-services providing easy access to data for a wide range of users 
(environment, investment process, spatial planning, energy, etc.). 
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All data is available at geoportal.gov.pl - via network services  
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The Geoportal is a primary 

tool to access the spatial 

data sets and services 

provided by GUGiK and 

many other public 

institutions. 

It allows unprecedented 

integration and analysis of 

spatial data from many 

local, regional and central 

level organisations covering 

entire Poland.

http://www.geoportal.gov.pl/
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Register of names in Poland

• The PRNG is a relational database managed by Oracle 19c

• for everyday work on the database we use the QGIS software with a 
dedicated plug-in developed as part of our own work



Register of names in Poland

• the database consists of names of geographic objects with attributes and 
location of the named object

• the initial database was created in 1995 on the basis of post-war legal acts
on offical names, naming publications, topographic maps and other
cartographical resources

• the name is represented by a point or group of points:
• point object – single main point

• linear object – point of the begin and point of the end and additional points

• area object - main point and additional points

• the database contains official, standardized and non-standardized names



Register of names in Poland



Register of names in Poland

• we update and verify PRNG on a daily basis

• after 1st January of each year, we update PRNG according to changes
resulting from the formal regulations on changes in administrative borders 
and establishing, changing or removal official names of towns and 
physiographic objects



Register of names in Poland

https://www.geoportal.gov.pl/

WMS: https://mapy.geoportal.gov.pl/wss/service/PZGiK/PRNG/WMS/GeographicalNames

WFS:  https://mapy.geoportal.gov.pl/wss/service/PZGiK/PRNG/WFS/GeographicalNames

Data to download free of charge:

- GML

- SHP

- XLS

register of names
in Poland

register of names
in Poland

https://www.geoportal.gov.pl/
https://mapy.geoportal.gov.pl/wss/service/PZGiK/PRNG/WMS/GeographicalNames
https://mapy.geoportal.gov.pl/wss/service/PZGiK/PRNG/WFS/GeographicalNames?service=WFS&request=GetFeature&version=2.0.0&srsName=urn:ogc:def:crs:EPSG::2180&typeNames=ms:Wsie&namespaces=xmlns(ms,http://mapserver.gis.umn.edu/mapserver)&count=100&language=pol&


Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World 

• The Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World was established at the end of 2021 and currently 
contains 13,448 names of geographical objects located outside Poland.

• The source of data for the register was the publication "Official List of Polish Geographical Names of the 
World" - developed by the Commission on Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of 
Poland (KSNG) in the form of a Word document (over 800 pages)

Badachszan, D. Badachszanu, Mc. Badachszanie, przym. badachszański; dari              – Badakhshān (trl.), 

Badachszan (trb.); paszto              – Badakhshān (trl.), Badachszan (trb.); 37°00′N, 71°00′E (37°30′N, 

72°00′E) [również Tadżykistan] 

Beludżystan, D. Beludżystanu, Mc. Beludżystanie, przym. beludżystański; dari                    – Balūchestān (trl.), 

Baluczestan (trb.); paszto                    – Balūchistān (trl.), Baluczistan (trb.); 30°30′N, 63°30′E (28°00′N, 

64°00′E) [również Iran, Pakistan] 

Hajnan, D. Hajnanu, Mc. Hajnanie, przym. hajnański; 海南 – Hainan; ofic. 海南省 – Hainan Sheng; 19°00′N, 

109°40′E 

Hongkong, D. Hongkongu, Mc. Hongkongu, przym. hongkoński; ofic. Specjalny Region Administracyjny 
Hongkong, D. Specjalnego Regionu Administracyjnego Hongkong, Mc. Specjalnym Regionie 

Administracyjnym Hongkong; chiń. 香港 – Xianggang; ofic. 香港特别行政区 – Xianggang Tebie 

Xingzhengqu; chiń. kant. 香港 – Hoenggong; ofic. 香港特別行政區 – Hoenggong Dakbit 

Haangzingau; ang. Hong Kong; ofic. Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; 22°20′N, 114°10′E 

Work on creating a register of geographical names of the world consisted of developing processes in the FME software to 
identify individual objects and attributes contained in the list of names saved in a text document (doc.) and saving them 
to the ORACLE database.



Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World 

Brahmaputra, D. Brahmaputry, Mc. Brahmaputrze, przym. brahmaputrzański; ang. Brahmaputra; hindi       – 

Brahmaputra (trl.), Brahmaputra (trb.); asamski       – Brahmaputra (trl.), Brohmoputro (trb.); ang. 

Dihang; hindi        – Dihāṁg (trl.), Dihang (trb.) [w środkowym biegu]; ang. Siang; hindi       – 

Siyaṁg (trl.), Sijang (trb.) [w środkowym biegu]; 29°10′23″N, 94°59′11″E → 25°48′05″N, 89°49′50″E 

(30°22′35″N, 82°03′38″E → 23°48′00″N, 89°45′30″E) [również Bangladesz, Chiny] 

Ćambal, D. Ćambalu, Mc. Ćambalu, przym. ćambalski; ang. Chambal; hindi      – Caṁbal (trl.), Ćambal (trb.); 

22°28′28″N, 75°41′05″E → 26°29′30″N, 79°14′55″E 

Ćanab, D. Ćanabu, Mc. Ćanabie, przym. ćanabski; ang. Chenab; hindi      – Canāb (trl.), Ćanab (trb.); urdu 

         – Canāb (trl.), Ćanab (trb.); 32°33′03″N, 76°58′34″E → 32°44′51″N, 74°31′37″E (32°33′03″N, 

76°58′34″E → 29°21′00″N, 71°01′20″E) [również Pakistan] 

Ganges, D. Gangesu, Mc. Gangesie, przym. gangeski; ang. Ganges; hindi      – Gaṁgā (trl.), Ganga (trb.); beng. 

    – Gaṅgā (trl.), Gonga (trb.); 30°08′43″N, 78°35′52″E → 24°12′20″N, 88°44′25″E (30°08′43″N, 78°35′52″E 

→ 23°47′40″N, 89°45′30″E) [również Bangladesz] 

register of polish
geographical names of 

the world



Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World 

• The register is maintained in the form of 
a spatial database containing, in 
particular, the Polish names of countries, 
non-self-governing territories, 
administrative units, localities and major 
physiographic objects, along with their 
attributes containing detailed 
information about the name itself and 
the described object.

• The register includes the names of 
objects from all continents, as well as 

the names of undersea objects.

• The Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World contains standardized names, adopted and 
recommended for use by the Commission on Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of 
Poland (KSNG)



• All objects (names) collected in the PRNG database have a spatial reference - geographical
coordinates in the World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS84).

Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World 



Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World 

PRNG identifier type of object genitive original name (endonym) transliteration system valid to

main name differentiating
element

locative endonym language territorial location of the 
endonym

object version

long (official) name generic element adjective endonym writing source of information kind of 
representation

variant name higher order object territorial location endonym in 
transliteration

additional information

historical name name status geographical
coordinates (WGS84)

endonym in transcription valid from

• Geographical objects outside Poland are described with 37 attributes, in particular:

• The presentation of a geographical object located outside Poland depends on its geometry and is 
represented by:

a) point - in the case of geographical objects of a point nature

b) group of points - in the case of geographical objects of linear and surface nature.



Register of Polish Geographical Names of the World 

• The register of Polish geographic names of the world is updated on a regular basis, based on resolutions
of the Commission on Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of Poland and verified 
on the basis of others source materials in the field of geographical names.

• The next stage of work will be
supplying the database with 
Polish names of buildings and 
other urban objects located 
outside Poland (about 1,800 
names of objects), which the 
Commission is still working on.

• We use the QGIS software for 
everyday work on the database.



Sharing data from the register of Polish 
geographical names of the world
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The data of the Register of Geographical Names of the World is made available free of charge, 
in three ways:

1. Dedicated map portal -
search, browse and identify 
objects
https://prng.geoportal.gov.pl

https://prng.geoportal.gov.pl/


Sharing data from the register of Polish 
geographical names of the world

2. WMS viewing
service

https://mapy.geop
ortal.gov.pl/wss/ser
vice/PZGiK/PRNG/
WMS/WorldGeogra
phicalNames

https://mapy.geoportal.gov.pl/wss/service/PZGiK/PRNG/WMS/WorldGeographicalNames


Udostępnianie danych PRNG świat

3. File data in GML, SHP and 
XLSX formats available for 
download at. 
www.geoportal.gov.pl

http://www.geoportal.gov.pl/


Thank you for your attention


