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Legislation

Place Names Act
• regulates the establishment and use of Estonian 

place names and the exercise of supervision
thereover.

• The purpose of this Act is to ensure the 
harmonized use of Estonian place names and the 
protection of place names of cultural and 
historical value.
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Place name
Place name is the name of a geographical object

(e.g., settlement, swamp, sea, river, etc.).

Named feature is a natural or man-made 
geographic entity.

6



Obligation for place names to be 
established
Administrative units;

Rural municipality districts and city districts;

Settlement units;

Address units (e.g., street, road, square, address area);

Railway stations, railway stops, other public 
transport stops, airfields, airports and ports;

Cadastral parcels (with some exceptions)
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Data in the Place Names Register
Official place names (principal name and alternative name if 

available)

Unofficial place names (unofficial preferred name, unofficial other 
names)

Basic documents of place names

Objects (type of named feature, an identifier in a national database 
containing a named object, point coordinates)

Coordinates of the area of   influence about the named objects 
whose data are not available in any other national database

Data submitters

Data requesters
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Place Names Register (KNR)

The Place Names Register was established in 
1998 as a place names list of the national 
cartographic database. 

The Land Board is the controller of the register
since December 1, 2020. 
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Place Names Register (KNR)
Total 352 546 objects (without cadastral parcels 

with name – 69 683 place name objects).

Some objects used in POI data as well (for 
example public transport stops).

Gives street names and address area names data 
to ADS (Address Data System).

Needs development first, as technical 
infrastructure is outdated. 
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KNR
Tüüp Type name Count
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Address Data System (ADS)

is a framework of organizational, 
technical and legal means that 

• ensures a uniform identification of address 
objects both in their location and in different 
data sets (registers), 

• and a uniform organization of place-address 
assignment and address data processing. 
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Address Data

The Estonian Address Data System (ADS) contains

• addresses of cadastral parcels, 

• buildings and parts of the building 
(with house/apartment numbers and/or place names, 
etc.), 

• addresses of address objects that are used for 
addressing
(e.g., thoroughfare, settlement units, municipalities and 
counties).
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Address objects in ADS
Object Number of objects

Cadastral parcel ~765 000 
Residential 
building

~304 000 

Non-Residential 
building

~684 000

Dwelling / flat ~555 000 
Other part of 
building

~67 000 

TOTAL ~2 375 000
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POI (Point of Interest)
At the moment mainly collected by Geoinformatics 

department from different state registers

Mainly used by Rescue Department (to find correct 
locations of incidents).

Some POI objects used in ADS and public address 
searches (also in In-ADS) as well – 16 473 POI 
objects.

Total in POI system 84 325 POI objects.
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POI 
Tüüp Type name Count
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POI (technical objects, or low data quality, only in POI) 
Tüüp Type name Count
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Future plans - AKS
Combines 3 existing registers:

• Address Data System
• Place Names Register (Kohanimeregister)
• Points of Interest

AKS - Address data and place names system
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AKS
Reasons:
• Current Place Names Register is outdated
• To stop using Oracle as platform for ADS
• To give legal status to collection of POI-s

The project is currently in business analysis 
and will be developed for the next 3-4 years.
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More information:
Address Data (Land Board website): https://geoportaal.maaamet.ee/eng/Spatial-Data/Address-Data-

p313.html

ADS interfacing manual: https://geoportaal.maaamet.ee/docs/aadress/ADS_interfacing_manual.pdf

Spatial Data Act: https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/ee/526102020002/consolide/current

Place Names Act: https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/516112020001/consolide

Address Data System - Minister of the Environment Regulation No. 32 of July 1, 2021: 

https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/118062021032

National Place Names Register in English: https://xgis.maaamet.ee/knravalik/knr

Estonian Land Board Geoportal: http://geoportaal.maaamet.ee/eng/

Public Service of the Address Data System: http://xgis.maaamet.ee/adsavalik/ads

Address Data Handbook (only in Estonian): http://ads.maaamet.ee/

Data Exchange Layer X-Road: https://www.ria.ee/en/state-information-system/data-exchange-

platforms/data-exchange-layer-x-tee
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