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List of Official Names
of Localities and Their Parts
Regulation of the Minister of Administration
and Digitization of 13 December 2012 on
the List of Official Names of Localities and
Their Parts
Journal of Laws of 13 February 2013, item 200
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History of collection of geographical
names in Poland
Geographical Dictionary of
the Kingdom of Poland and
Other Slavic Countries
15 volumes
published in 1880-1902
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Names standardization since 1918
Topographic map 1:100 000, 1921 (adaptation of German
map with Polish names)
German map

Polish map
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Standardization in Central
Statistical Office
Index of the Localities of the
Republic of Poland Prepared
Based on the Results of the First
National Census of 30th
September 1921 and Other Official
Sources (Skorowidz miejscowości
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej
opracowany na podstawie wyników
pierwszego powszechnego spisu
ludności z dn. 30 września 1921 r. i
innych źródeł urzędowych)
1923-26 in 14 volumes
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Śląskie Voivodship
List of Counties, Their
Urban and Rural
Communes, Manor Areas
and Cities not Belonging to
Counties (Spis powiatów,
należących do nich gmin
miejskich i wiejskich,
obszarów dworskich oraz
miast wyjętych z powiatów)
established 700 official
names.
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First law:
Ordinance of the President
Ordinance of the President of
the Republic of 24 October
1934 on establishing names
of localities and on numbering
of properties:
• principles of establishing
official names of inhabited
localities were regulated
• Commission on Establishing
Names of Localities was
created at the Minister of
Internal Affairs
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Commission on Establishing
Names of Localities
Commission worked till 1939. In this
period Commission
standardized:
• names of cities and towns (the
list published in 1937 as the
ordinance of the Minister of the
Interior)
• names of localities of Wileńskie
[Vilnius] Voivodship (the list
published in 1938 as the
ordinance of the Minister of the
Interior)
• names of localities of Kieleckie
Voivodship (names were
collected, but all material were
lost during World War Two)
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Commission on Establishing Names
of Localities and Physiographic Objects
• 1945: reactivation of Commission
• 1946: organzation of the first session
• 1946-51: Polonization of names on the Regained
Territories
• 1948: according to the new law, name of
Commission was changed from „Commission on
Establishing Names of Localities” to „Commission
on Establishing Names of Localities and
Physiographic Objects” (since this date also
names of uninhabited localities and physiographic
objects are standardized)
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Commission on Establishing Names
of Localities and Physiographic Objects
Names standardized by
Commission were
published as Ordinance of
Minister of Public
Administration (since
1950 as Ordinance of
Prime Minister) in Official
Gazette of Poland.
The first Ordinance was
published on may 7th,
1946 and listed 222
names of towns.
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Official Names of Localities and
Physiographic Objects
From 1964 to 1974 Commission
on Establishing Names of Localities and Physiographical Objects
and Office of the Council of Ministers published Official Names of
Localities and Physiographic
Objects (Urzędowe nazwy miejscowości i obiektów fizjograficznych) in 197 volumes – each
volume contained names of localities and physiographical objects
of one county (second order
administrative unit). In 1975, after
administrative reform and liquidation of counties, standardizing
works were abandoned
11

List of Official Names of
Localities in Poland
The first official list of names of
all localities situated within the
Polish territory:
List of Official Names of
Localities in Poland (Wykaz
urzędowych nazw
miejscowości w Polsce)
Published by Ministry of
Administration, Local Economy
and Environmental Protection
and Central Statistical Office.
The gazetteer contained about
111 000 names.
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Legal basis for establishing
names of localities
Act of 19th August 2003 on Official Names of
Localities and Physiographic Objects
In the Act the following were defined:
• objects for which official names are established
• principles and manner of establishing, amending
and eliminating official names of localities and their
parts and also official names of physiographical
objects
• operating principles of the Commission on Names of
Localities and Physiographical Objects
• the manner of establishing and publishing lists of
official names of localities and their parts and also
physiographic objects
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Official names
Polish official names of localities and physiographical
objects are established, amended or abolished
according to proposal either of commune council, or
Commission on Names of Localities and
Physiographic Objects or minister competent for
public administration.
Decision about establishing, amending or eliminating
names of localities and physiographical objects
comes into force by the ordinance of Minister. The
decision, published in the Journal of Laws of the
Republic of Poland, comes into force on the 1st of
January of the following year.
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Preparative works on the new List
The preparative works on the „List of Official
Names of Localities and Their Parts” were based
on the “List of Official Names of Localities in
Poland” published in 1980-82 along with all its
amendments introduced after its publication via
regulations (orders) of the minister competent
for public administration announced in the
Journals of Laws and Official Gazettes of
Poland.
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Preparative works on the new List
The Minister of Administration and Digitization sent out
information on the commencement of works on the new
list of official names of localities and their parts along
with a request to systematize locality names within
communes.
Motions from commune councils were sent to the minister,
requesting abolishing, change or establishing of names
of localities or their parts.
The motions were reviewed by the Commission on Names
of Localities and Physiographic Objects.
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Contents of the List of Official Names
of Localities and Their Parts
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Types of localities
1. city/town [miasto],
2. part of a city/town [część
miasta],
3. village [wieś],
4. part of a village [część wsi],
5. housing estate [osiedle],
6. housing estate of a village
[osiedle wsi],
7. colony [kolonia],
8. part of a colony [część kolonii],
9. colony of a village [kolonia wsi],
10. colony of a colony [kolonia
kolonii],
11. colony of a settlement [kolonia
osady],
12. settlement [osada],

13. part of a settlement [część osady],
14. settlement of a village [osada wsi],
15. settlement of a colony [osada
kolonii],
16. settlement of a settlement [osada
osady],
17. hamlet [przysiółek],
18. hamlet of a village [przysiółek wsi],
19. hamlet of a colony [przysiółek
kolonii],
20. hamlet of a settlement [przysiółek
osady],
21. forest settlement [osada leśna],
22. forest settlement of a village [osada
leśna wsi],
23. tourist refuge [schronisko
turystyczne].
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Number of named localities
according to their types
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Number of named localities
by voivodships
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Average number of residents in
one named locality

Poland – 373
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Amendments to the list of official
names of localities and their parts
– “Regulation of the Minister of Administration and Digitization of 20 December 2012 on Establishing,
Changing and Abolishing Official Names of Certain Localities and Establishing Names of Certain
Physiographic Objects”: 14 new locality names, changed 68 names (including 33 changes of the name,
6 changes of the name and type of locality, and 29 changes of the type of locality only), and 67
abolished names;
– “Regulation of the Council of Ministers of 30 July 2013 on Establishing the Boundaries of Certain
Communes and Towns, Grant the Status of Town for Certain Localities, and Change the Seat of the
Commune Authority”: 12 localities changed its type as a result of granting localities the status of town
and enlargement of boundaries of towns (5 for “town”, and 7 for “part of town”);
– “Regulation of the Minister of Administration and Digitization of 13 December 2013 on Establishing,
Changing and Abolishing Official Names of Certain Localities and Establishing the Name of a
Physiographic Object”: 13 new locality names, 57 changed names (including 21 changes of the name,
7 changes of the name and type of locality, and 29 changes of the type of locality only), and 44
abolished names;
– “Regulation of the Council of Ministers of 29 July 2014 on the Merger of Communes, Establishing the
Boundaries of Certain Communes and Towns, Grant the Status of Town for Certain Localities, and
Change the Seat of the Commune Authority”: 26 localities changed its type as a result of granting
localities the status of town and enlargement of boundaries of towns (2 for “town”, and 24 for “part of
town”);
– “Regulation of the Minister of Administration and Digitization of 4 December 2014 on Establishing,
Changing and Abolishing Official Names of Certain Localities and Establishing Names of a
Physiographic Objects”: 5 new locality names, 39 changed names (including 14 changes of the name,
4 changes of the name and type of locality, and 21 changes of the type of locality only), and 59
abolished names.
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Names of localities in the National
Register of Geographical Names

geoportal.gov.pl
shapefile (ArcGIS)
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Thank you

