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Selection of the preferred names is a significant part of name planning and treating in Latvia. 
The chief objectives of name planning and treating are the following: 

1) to select and recommend the preferred place names for further using; 

2) to exclude false and incorrectly used and written place names out of further using; 

3) to reveal the development of the place names of Latvia. 

State legislation concerning place names of Latvia has not been worked out and adopted. 
But we have several problems concerning the names of villages. They are the following:

1) the lack of official lists of them accessible to everybody in Latvia,

2) lists of farmstead, village and hamlet names, made by local governments or other institutions, are not precise, 

3) village names are often changed without certain reasons,

4) the lack of specialists of toponymy in every civil parish of Latvia, etc.
The compilers of maps and gazetteers of Latvia rather often have to choose the preferred names for different features. Therefore there was a necessity to establish the main principles for the selection of the preferred names of geographical features. The preferred name of a village should be: 

1) the oldest name of a feature if it is still being used by local people; 

2) place name revealing local naming traditions and local dialect; 
3) etymologically most correct  place name; 
4) the most often in literature or cartographic sources used place name, if it is not incorrect; 
5) the place name being adopted by local government instead of an older name if the older name should not be especially preserved, and the new place name corresponds to generally accepted and local naming traditions; 
6) the place name being adopted by local government for a new geographical feature (village, hamlet, farmstead, canal, etc.) and corresponding to generally accepted and local naming traditions.

In order to choose the right place name for the preferred name, it is very important to determine the main sources of place names that should be used to establish the preferred name for every named geographical feature. Usually they are the following:

1) materials of expeditions;

2) the main toponymic dictionaries of Latvia, compiled by V.Dambe, J.Endzelīns and V.J.Zeps.
3) card indexes of the place names of Latvia;

4) cartographic sources: Topographic Map of Latvia, scale 1:75 000, published in 1920 – 1940;

5) decisions on the names of villages, adopted by local governments (1998 - 2004), etc.

In my paper, I  will analyse also the main reasons of arising toponymic synonyms and show some problem situations in selection of the preferred name.

