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Activities since the 1Oth
Meeting of the Baltic
Division of UNGEGN

Geographical Names Authorities

Decision Makers

Geographical Names Authorities

Advisory and Scientific Bodies

Problems
o There is no centralized geographical names

authority in Latvia, coordination between
existļng authoritļes is insutfficrent

o Geographicaļ names experts' advice and
control is not stated as obligatory

r Gap in legislation concerning the names on
roao srgnes

o Number of inexactly spelled or even wrong
fortns of naļĪeS, included in officia||y approved
Ilsts and other authorļtative sources

r Standardization of dialectal names



State Mapping Projects

State Mapping Projects



State Mapping Projects Overview ffiāFl sca|e {:250 000

Private Mapping coVERs ĪHE ĪERRļĪ.RYoF LAĪV|A
AND oĪHER coUNĪRIEs

o School maps and ailases
SlA ,.Karšu o Roao maps

izdevniecība o Regiona| and tourist maps
Jāņa sēta.. (Latvia,Lļthuania, e.tf)

(Map Publishing o the "Great Atlas of the-World" in
Cr:rmpany.,Jāņa Latvļlļ (> 100 00Õ geographica|
Sēta,,) names)

o new versļon of the CD-Baļļ-..JS
Ba |tii-fļ caņļfņ]ļg aļ | lire l|e'sl
ņf ps 

- 
qll h e. Ee]ļļę^ sļf |ęs

Geogaphical Names Data Base
of Latvia - contents

GNDB of Latvia 01.09.2008.

121 000 names
100 000 features

MS SQL Server+ MS Access +
ORACLE+ MS Access

LGIA, Department of Cartography
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Geogaphical Names Data Base
of Latvia - contents

,"-r.."".e

;""d

Geogaphical Names Data Bases Geogaphical Names Data Bases
- international collaboration

Geogaphical Names Data Base
of Latvia

o Updating and Main source - data
revision of the from the
informatįon Topographic Map

M1:50 000

o Expanding the Main sources -information data from
fieldwork and
exceroed from
literature



Significant toponymic data
repositories besides the GNDB

r Card lndex of place Names at the
Institute of Latvįan Language (not
cotlputerized, tlore than 1 millįon entries)

o State Register of Addresses (officially
approved identifiers for use in addresation)

p u b l ic a ccess. http. //a ri s, vzd. g ov. lv/aris ts/a ļ</

(Latvian only, English version is undder
construction)

State Register of Addresses
o Contents, 01.09.2008.

26 adnr inistrative districts
77 cities, towns
37 counties

502 cļvjļ parishes
7671 villages
15 928 streets
446 459 buildings and houses

oįher significant toponymic
data repositories

o Latvian and foreign geographical names
data base of Map Publishing Company..Jāņa Sēta''

r State Real Estate Register (narnes of real
estates)

o Other state classifiers (classifiers for water
management etc. )

Goncise Gazetteer of the Republic of
Latvia, scale {:{ OOO OOO (2003)

(Latvian and English)

Full updated version (01.09.2006.) - on the LGIA
website:
http://www. lgia. gov. lv/upload/geogr_nos_miljonai. pdf

i:j}s t!]ę''cafta.grf'hiC.sųppļeņpņLs;

iiļi http://www, I gia, g ov, lvlu pload/r ajoni _2-
pielikums. pdf 

;

http://www.IgIa. gov. Iv/upload/lv_lizgeo_pi
elik3. pdf 

;

http://www. I gia. g ov. lvlu pload/lv_a dm in_p
ielik4. pdf .



Dictionaries of Geographical
Names

., LatvĮas ciem i. Nosaukum i,ģeog rāfskais
izvietojums", (Villages of Latvia)

LG|A,2007,647p

'14 012 names of 8879 villages
on the basļs of the Sate|ite Map of Latvia, scale 1:5O 0O
lncludes:

recommendations for naming;
toponymic synonyms, comments, eļemēnts of

pronunciation:
names in Livonian and Latgalian written lanouaqes
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Dictionaries of Geographical
Names

Local dictionaries
(1:25 000 to 1:10 000)
o Cover parlicular o Rich in tnformation

adrninistrative or concerning the
territoria| r.rnit naļĪes ano named

features;

o Cartographic įiĮ?ļi.'i, n'"",,supp|etnents and cuļture of the
territory.
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Local Dictionaries of
Geographical Names

Ruta Avotiņa ..Stabr"rraga
pagasts"

. in collaboration of LGIA
With the ļoca|
government, 2007,

r 214 pages, caĖographic
cupplcmcnt M1r25000

. Approx. 600 toponyms
(names of '180 natural
and cultural objects and
300existing and former
populated places )

Local Dictionaries of
Geographical Names

..Liepas pagasts.Vietas un vārdi''
o in coļļaboration of LGlA with the Iocaļ

government, 2008, approx. 300 pages
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Linguistic Dictionaries of
Geographical Names

Latvijas vietvārdu vārdnīca, P (Pitaci -Pracapole)' Rīga, 2006: LatvieŠu Valodas institūts
(lnstituie of Latvian Language)

Continuation of the:
Jānis Endzelīns Latvijas PSR vietvārdi,2
pafts
(A - O), 'lese 1e61
Whole dictionary would comprise B-10 volumes
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Country names, exonyms

The List of Country Names in Latvian
updated in 2007 by the Sub-commision of

Geographlcal Names of Latvian Language
Commision, State Language centre, (not yet
published)

Ruļes for rendering the proper names from
the Chinese and Armenian are worked or-ri

by Latvian linguists
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Exonyms

By the SlA ',Apgāds *Jāņa sēta,' :

r the database containing Latvian forms of
more than 100 000 geographical names is
created for the ..Great At|as of Worļd,,:

o rules for rendering the geographical names
of įhe Wor|d uslng IPA a|phabet to create
Latvian forms are being worked out for this
project in collaboration with linguists
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Normative Documents

Draft of the P|ace Names LāW is prepared by
the Sub-commision of Geographical Names of Latvian
LangUage Commisļon, State Language centre

The Law will regulate
o the establishing and use of official

geographicaI naļĪes
o marntenance of geographical names

inforrnation,
r preservation of place names heritage

(inc|uding vaIuabļe exonyms)


